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CROSS-BORDER JUSTICE SCHEME 

Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [10.03 am]: I rise to inform the 
house of the outcome of the evaluation which has been carried out on the cross-border justice scheme and to 
table a copy of the report entitled “Final Report of the Evaluation of the Cross-border Justice Scheme”. 

The cross-border justice scheme is a partnership between Western Australia, the Northern Territory and South 
Australia which aims to minimise the effect of the state and territory borders in the Ngaanyatjarra Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytjatjara lands for the purposes of law enforcement and delivery of justice services. The cross-border 
justice scheme involves coordination between respective state and territory police, magistrates, courts, 
community corrections officers and prisons. 

The cross-border justice scheme became operational in November 2009 and is underpinned by legislation in each 
respective jurisdiction. In Western Australia this is the Cross-border Justice Act 2008. This independent 
evaluation of the cross-border justice scheme was undertaken by the University of Tasmania. The evaluation was 
commissioned by all three jurisdictions in response to the statutory requirement to review the legislation three 
years from the commencement of the scheme. This process evaluation focuses on how the program has been 
implemented in order to identify barriers and opportunities for future improvement. The evaluation began in 
2012. The evaluators formulated the report following an extensive research and consultation process. This 
included a combination of telephone and face-to-face interviews and an online survey of community and service 
providers in communities across the region, as well as a census of current cases, warrants and prisoners and a 
review of data for the region. 

The evaluation has found that overall, the cross-border justice scheme is working well. The cross-border justice 
scheme has largely met its objectives to deliver justice services more appropriately and effectively in the region, 
and to better reflect the regional affiliations and mobility of people within the area by reducing the significance 
of borders on criminal justice responses to offending and other aspects of service delivery. 

The report contains 11 recommendations. These recommendations merit careful consideration by this 
government and the governments of the Northern Territory and South Australia. This consideration will be 
informed by ongoing dialogue with the Western Australian agencies that participate in the cross-border justice 
scheme, along with their South Australian and Northern Territory counterparts. I will provide updates to 
Parliament on progress made in regards to the recommendations. I am pleased to table the final report of the 
independent evaluation of the scheme. 

[See paper 1475.] 
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